
Gardening Calendar - October

Finish harvesting tender crops before
frost threatens, & protect salad crops
still in the ground with fleece or
cloches. Plant out garlic, cabbage &
strawberry plants. Winter squash &
pumpkins should be harvested now
and will need to be stored in a frost-
free place. In the warmth of a kitchen
they may not last long, so keep them
in a cool shed or porch and you will
be eating them until spring.
Tip: For a crop of large onions add
Vitax Sulphate of Potash to the soil
before sowing or if you prefer smaller,
sweeter onions then dig in Vitax
Pelleted Chicken Manure instead. 

Find suitable places for your
houseplants to live during the winter
months, away from dark, chilly corners,
and take care not to over water.
Tip: Give cacti & succulents one last
feed of Westland Cactus Plant Food
before they begin their winter
dormancy.

Flowers

Now some of the birds food sources
such as fruit & berries have died off &
there are fewer insects now the
weather has turned colder, the birds
will need a little helping hand with their
food. We have a wide range of bird
feed including nuts & wild bird seed.
Clean out nesting boxes and part-fill
them with wool, small birds may use
them for winter roosting.
Tip: Attract more unusual birds such as
Nuthatches, Warblers and Long Tailed
Tits to your garden by putting Gardman
Peanut Butter with Mealworm out for
them, alongside your normal nuts
and seeds.

For those who have a small, established
pond, autumn is the time to dredge out
some of the sludge gathering at the
bottom. Do not worry about siphoning
off the water first, simply dip a plastic
flowerpot in and bale out a few
bucketfuls. The contents, a rich mix of
algae and plant remains can be put on
the compost heap. Change over fish
food to wheatgerm for winter feeding.
Tip: Mix Tetra Wheatgerm with your
regular fish food before the water gets
cold so your fish become accustomed
to the taste before winter sets in.

Between general tidying chores and making the garden secure for the winter, October can be a busy month outdoors.
Rather than simply leaving cuttings and prunings on the compost heap, why not buy or hire a shredder. It will reduce a large

amount of garden refuse into a more manageable pile of clippings, which in turn, break down much more easily.

Plant Spring flowering bulbs: Crocus,
tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, Allium & lots
more. Take out summer bedding plants
& replace with winter/spring ones such
as primroses, pansies and wallflowers.
Handy Tip: For best results plant your
spring bulbs in Westland Bulb Planting
Compost.

Bulbs

If you wish to plant grass seed on your
damaged lawn, start by raking the area
thoroughly until the surface & soil
underneath is flaky. Scatter the seed,
then rake again until most of the seed is
concealed in the ground. Water and leave
until the grass grows to around 5cm.
Tip: A few days before sowing lawn seed
rake in Westland Child & Pet Friendly
Natural Lawn Feed. Mix your grass seed
with Vitax Lawn Sand to achieve a more
consistent coverage when sowing.

Try saving your half hardy bedding
plants such as fuchsias and geraniums
until next year. Remove dead foliage &
flower heads & cut the stems back by
two thirds. Leave in a cool, sheltered
spot, safe from frost and water in
moderation until spring.
Tip: Insulate your greenhouse with
bubble wrap ready to store your plants
for the winter. 

Root hardwood cuttings of deciduous
shrubs in silt trenches in the garden.
Move or replace deciduous plants or
evergreens, and prune hedges.
Tip: Use a rooting hormone such as
Vitax Organic Rooting Powder to ensure
success with your hardwood cuttings.

Ensure that new blackberry & raspberry
canes are securely tied in to keep them
safe in the winter. Revitalise rhubarb by
digging up old clumps & divide into
pieces using a sharp spade, making
sure that each division contains a piece
of root & a shoot, then discard the old
centre. It is also a good time to buy and
plant new rhubarb crowns.
Handy Tip: When planting out your
rhubarb dig in plenty of Westland
Farmyard Manure to enrich the soil.
The top of each rhubarb crown should
sit just above the surface of the soil.
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