
Gardening Calendar - May

We have a great range of vegetable
plants coming in each week.
Regularly harvest rhubarb and
remove any flower spikes. Take care
to cover up potatoes from late frosts.
Beans hate cold and cold winds so
protect them
with fleece on
cold nights, pot
a few up and
keep them
indoors as an
insurance in
case the
weather turns
cold.
Now that the soil is warmer and drier,
continue to sow crops, taking care to
sprinkle the seeds relatively thinly
What To Do:
Pot your vegetable plants using John
Innes No.2 potting compost.

May is the month to plant herbs. Plant
out the hardy ones: thyme, mint etc
first and leave the more tender herbs
such as basil till early June. 
Plant a selection in Elho Grow Your
Own Raised Containers. Use John
Innes to help keep in moisture to
prevent salad leaves from bolting.

Hedges are beginning to sprout, so
keep well trimmed to prevent them
from becoming too unruly. Most
hedge varieties can be left alone until
early summer, but some faster
growing types need around three
trims each year.
We Recommend:
Feed with Liquid Seaweed fertiliser to
give it a boost.

Weeds will be appearing thick and fast,
so stay on top of them by weeding
thoroughly, before they have a chance
to seed and spread. 
Handy Tip:
Mulching borders will prevent weeds
from taking over and conserve moisture.

Vegetable Plants

Herbs

Flowers

Trees and Shrubs

Ensure that the soil
around new fruit trees
is not allowed to dry
out while they
become established,
and keep grass away from trees for at
least three years.
Handy Tip:
Push straw under ripening strawberries.

Fruit

This is the best month for making a
new garden pond. If your pond has
turned green with algae, add more
oxygenating plants. Plant new water
lilies, and divide and replant existing
ones. Think about purchasing a new
filter system. This will ensure the
water is clear and healthy and will
add tremendously to your enjoyment
of your pond.
Replace old filter matting and UV
bulbs. Add filter start and use Aqua
Safe after water changes.

Ponds

Lawns

May is one of the busiest months in the gardening calendar, with plants catching up from their cold, slow start
and thriving under milder conditions. Everything is growing at a great pace, and dark, drab winter seems like

a dim and distant memory. Early cherry and plum blossom is giving way to apple and pear,
while bluebells and forget-me-nots carpet the landscape.

Ideally, bedding plants should be
planted in May.  But be aware that
cold nights and east winds can
damage them, so you may need to
fleece them in severe weather.
Handy Tip:
Use Gro Sure easy container compost
and Stay Wet+ slow release fertiliser
with water absorbing granules.

Bedding Plants

After two or more mowings at a high
setting, the mower height can be
moved to the normal setting. To keep
the lawn in tip top condition, aim to
cut it once a week. If you have
unsightly bare patches, over seeding
or turfing is the solution.
We Recommend:
Miracle Gro soluble lawn food, and
use Patch Magic to fill bear spots.
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